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powerful although he was, he could not hreak down the
opposition of the priesthood. Hinduism accepts no converts;
and the son of a Musalman concubine could never be in-
vested with the sacred thread. Bajirao was reluctantly
forced to bring him up in his mother's faith. He became
a Musalman and was named Shamsher Bahadur. As a
soldier he was renowned for his ardour and courage. In
1761 when only twenty-one years of age, he fell fighting
bravely on the field of Panipat. He left a son Ali Bahadur,
whom Nana Phadnavis sent to Malwa in the hope of
checking the formidable rise of Mahadji Sindia. This Ali
Bahadur failed to do. But he made himself master of a
considerable tract of country and became the ancestor of
the Nawabs of Banda.

Judged by any standard, it can hardly be denied that
Bajirao was a great man. His person was commanding,
his skin fair, his features strikingly handsome. So wide-
spread was Ms reputation for beauty that, according to a
Maratha legend, the ladies of Nizam-ul-mulk asked of
their lord as a special favour that they might at his next
meeting with the Brahman minister, unseen themselves,
catch a glimpse of his fine presence and classic features.
At the same time his dress was simple and his fare was as
meagre as that of any trooper in the field. An amusing
story runs that once the emperor Mahomed Shah, curious
to learn something of the appearance of the great soldier
who was overrunning his dominions, sent his court artist
to paint him. The artist brought back a picture of Bajirao
on horseback in the dress of a trooper. His reins lay loose
on his horse's neck and his lance rested on his shoulder.
As he rode, he rubbed with both hands ears of corn which
he ate, after removing the husks. The emperor in great
alarm cried, "Why, the man. is a fiend*' and at once begged
the Nizam to make peace with him. Bajirao lacked the
attractive courtesy, for which the othor members of his house
were noted. His manners wore overbearing. His letters
often contained censure but never praise. Indeed he seems